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exhaustible source of wealth for Egypt it will be!
The names of the Egyptian sovereigns who erected
the pyramids, those monuments  of human pride,
remain unknown.    The name of the Prince who
opens the great maritime canal will be blessed from
century   to   century,   down   to   the   most   distant
posterity.   The pilgrimage to Mecca secured for all
time   and   made   easy   for   Mohammedans;    an
immense impulse given to steam navigation and long
voyages; the countries along the Red Sea and the
Persian Gulf, the eastern coast of Africa, India, the
kingdom of Siam, Cochin China, Japan, the vast
Chinese Empire, the Philippine Islands, Australia,
and that vast archipelago towards which the emigra-
tion of ancient Europe is tending, all brought three
thousand leagues nearer to the basin of the Mediter-
ranean,  as well  as  to the north of Europe and
America: such are the sudden and immediate results
of piercing the Isthmus of Suez. ..."
Events now moved rapidly forward. On the Nile
steamer the Viceroy asked what engineer would make
the preliminary investigations on the spot. De Lesseps
recommended Linant Bey, with Mougel Bey to assist
him. Their report would be submitted to English,
French and German engineers, and then laid before a
commission over which he himself would preside. At
Cairo the Viceroy advised an interview with Mr. Bruce,
the British Consul-General, and De Lesseps had a long
discussion with him, and was greatly encouraged by
hearing his personal opinion that so long as the scheme
did not involve the intervention of any foreign Power,